
Mr. Quinton D. Worthams
October 31, 1945 - February 25, 2026

Quinton Dewey Worthams, the oldest son of the late Wilbert Worthams and
Virgie Worthams Garrett was born on October 31, 1945, in Jackson,
Tennessee. He departed this life on February 25, 2026 in Jackson, the city in
which he was born and one that he loved so dearly. Quinton was preceded in
death by his daughter, Jennifer, and his sister Belinda Russell. 

Quinton’s childhood years were spent in Jackson. Upon going to Cleveland,
Ohio during his summer vacations, Quint’s parents were amenable to his
staying there to attend school in Cleveland. Even though he welcomed the
new experience, he longed for the closeness of the south. Quinton returned to
Jackson where he graduated from Merry High School in 1964. He attended
Ohio State University where he enjoyed running track and cross-country. Later
he decided to enlist in the United States Marine Corps (USMC). Later he
continued his matriculation at Woodbury University and Pepperdine University
in Los Angeles. 

 

After enlisting in the United States Marine Corps during the summer of 1965,
he was asked to apply to the Officers School. After acceptance, he graduated
from Marine Corps Officers Candidate's School at Quantico, Virginia, and was
commissioned a Marine Corps Second Lieutenant in 1967. He served on
active duty from 1965-1970.This included one tour of combat duty in Vietnam
in 1969, where he was a Battalion Communications Officer and Platoon



Commander with the 3rd Marine Division. He also served two tours of duty on
Okinawa in 1966 and 1970. After returning to the United States, Quinton
finished his active duty service in San Diego, California, and became a
Captain in the USMC Reserve in 1970. Captain Worthams received numerous
awards for outstanding service during his active duty status. He was not just in
the Marines; he was a Marine and he remained a Marine until he received his
wings! 

 

Upon discharge from active duty, Quint entered the corporate world, in which
he held management positions with Xerox Corporation, Bank of America, and
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science of Los Angeles. He also
exercised his entrepreneurial spirit, as he owned and operated a skilled
nursing facility, practiced real estate development, started the Los Angeles
Medical Billing Service, and founded the Los Angeles Sports Training &
Analyis Company. He was an avid reader and prolific writer, using both of
these attributes in the shaping of his careers. 

 

Quinton enlisted in the United States Marine Corps during the summer of
1965 and was encouraged to apply for Officer School. Upon acceptance, he
completed Marine Corps Officers Candidate's School at Quantico, Virginia,
and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 1967. His active-duty
service, which lasted from 1965 to 1970, included a tour of combat duty in
Vietnam in 1969, where he served as Battalion Communications Officer and
Platoon Commander with the 3rd Marine Division. Additionally, he completed
two tours of duty in Okinawa in 1966 and 1970. After returning to the United
States, Quinton finished his active-duty service in San Diego, California, and
in 1970 became a Captain in the USMC Reserve. Captain Worthams received
numerous awards for his exemplary service. His commitment to the Marine
Corps ran deep—he was not just in the Marines; he was a Marine through and
through, proudly continuing this identity throughout his life. 



After completing his military service, Quinton transitioned into the corporate
sector, where he held management positions at Xerox Corporation, Bank of
America, and Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science in Los
Angeles. His entrepreneurial spirit led him to own and operate a skilled
nursing facility, engage in real estate development, launch the Los Angeles
Medical Billing Service, and establish the Los Angeles Sports Training &
Analysis Company. Quinton was also an avid reader and a prolific writer,
passions that informed and enriched his professional endeavors. Quinton was
a member of the Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church, where he served on the
Trustee Ministry for many years. 

In recent years, Quinton chose to deepen his spiritual journey by joining the
Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church. He became a member under the
guidance and leadership of Pastor Rev. Reginald Currie. This decision was
influenced by the considerable time he spent in the Jackson area, allowing
him to reconnect with his community and faith in a meaningful way. 

Quinton was deeply involved in the Los Angeles community, dedicating his
time and talents to making a positive impact on the lives of others. He served
as a member of the Board of Directors at the Crenshaw YMCA, where his
leadership and commitment helped guide the organization’s efforts in
supporting local families and youth. In addition to his role at the YMCA,
Quinton took on the responsibility of Past-President of the PTSA at Windsor
Hills, demonstrating his passion for education and advocacy for students’
success. His dedication to youth extended to the basketball court, where he
coached young athletes and helped shape their character and skills. Over the
years, dozens of young men and women continued to address him as “Coach
Worthams,” a testament to the lasting influence he had as a mentor and role
model in their lives. 



Following his retirement, Quinton actively explored and expanded his
interests, embracing a variety of hobbies that brought him joy. He found great
amusement in the world of gadgets, delighting in their innovation and utility.
Among his favorite pastimes, golf consistently remained at the top of his list,
offering him a relaxing escape and a chance to unwind. 

Above all other pursuits, Quinton’s devotion to his grandchildren remained
steadfast and unwavering. He treasured every moment spent with them,
consistently making their visits a central priority in his life. In the summer
preceding his retirement, Quinton planned and embarked on a memorable
“road trip,” thoughtfully organizing an opportunity for his grandchildren from
California to travel and spend time with their cousins in Atlanta, as well as to
connect with family members in Michigan. This journey, which brought
together his grandchildren from different states, was one of the most
extraordinary experiences in Quinton’s life. It served as a powerful testament
to his deep love and commitment to nurturing strong bonds among his
grandchildren, uniting the family across distances and generations. 

Quinton’s family life was marked by deep love, commitment, and enduring
bonds. He first married Ernesta Whitlock, and together they welcomed a son,
David Worthams. Later, Quinton married Christiana Worthams, and their union
was blessed with three children: Quinton II, Robert, and Jennifer. 
In November 2009, tragedy struck the family when Jennifer was involved in a
fatal accident in Atlanta, Georgia. The profound loss of his beloved daughter
left Quinton with a deep and overwhelming grief, creating a void that was
difficult for him to overcome. Despite the immense sorrow he experienced,
Quinton found comfort and strength in his faith. Through his period of
mourning, he was inspired to honor Jennifer’s memory in a meaningful way. 



Out of this loss, Quinton established the Jennifer Worthams Foundation.
Through the foundation, he created opportunities for women transitioning out
of prison, providing them with safe and stable housing while they pursued
their education at Lane College. This act of compassion and service ensured
that Jennifer’s legacy would live on, bringing hope and support to others in
their journey toward a better future. 
Cherished Family and Friends 

 

Quinton’s legacy is preserved through the loving memories of his devoted
family and close friends. He is survived by his beloved wife, Christiana, his
three sons, David (Niki), Quinton, and Robert (Nailah); grandchildren, Robert
Worthams, II., Aaliyah Worthams, Elijah Worthams, Isaiah Worthams, Joshua
Worthams, Alex Hinton (Megan), and Cristiana Worthams; great grandchildren
Emmy Johnson, Ezra Johnson; sister, Doris Wortham-Ransom; brothers Dr.
Argentina Wortham (Susan), and Joseph Worthams (Mary); cousins Walter
Wortham (Clarice), Willie Lawrence Wortham (Lois), Rev. Patricia Wortham
Smith (Johnny), Dr. Anne Wortham, Dr. Maxine Wortham, and many nieces
and nephews. 

 In addition to his family, Quinton’s life enriched by enduring friendships. His
longtime friends Larry Brown, Lonnie Leslie, Larry Eastland, and Ralph
Dawson remained steadfast companions, sharing in life’s joys and challenges.
The love and support of family and friends shaped Quinton’s journey and will
continue to honor his memory.



Cemetery Details

National Memorial Cemetery at Quantico

18424 Joplin Road
Triangle , VA 221172

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAR 10. 11:00 AM (CT)

Macedonia Baptist Church
106 Glass Street
Jackson, TN 38301

Interment

APR 24. 2:30 PM (ET)

National Memorial Cemetery at Quantico
18424 Joplin Road
Triangle , VA 221172
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Koeiger A. - March 09 at 06:15 PM

Koeiger A. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

kameria Piggee - March 09 at 05:00 PM

The Cherry Family - March 09 at 09:35 AM

The Cherry Family purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

USMC TBS Class 5-68 - March 08 at 05:09 PM

USMC TBS Class 5-68 purchased the Emerald G
arden Basket for the family of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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USMC TBS Class 5-68 - March 08 at 05:09 PM

USMC TBS Class 5-68 planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

The Yette Family - March 07 at 04:30 PM

The Yette Family purchased the Blue Caribbean
Bouquet for the family of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

Love Claudia Rollins - March 05 at 03:55 PM

Love Claudia Rollins purchased the Simply Elega
nt Spathiphyllum for the family of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

Richard "Jess" Jessie - March 05 at 03:49 PM

Richard "Jess" Jessie purchased the Simply Eleg
ant Spathiphyllum for the family of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Richard "Jess" Jessie - March 05 at 03:49 PM

Richard "Jess" Jessie planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

John Badeen and Nina Perko - March 05 at 12:21 PM

John Badeen and Nina Perko purchased the Full
Of Love Bouquet for the family of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

Miles D. - March 05 at 08:50 AM

Miles D. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. Quinton D.
Worthams.

March 04 at 06:32 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Mr. Quinton D. Worthams.

March 04 at 06:32 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mr. Quinton D. Worthams.

https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Chaplain Keith Guinn - March 04 at 06:17 PM

Quinton was one of most awesome men / Marines that I have
known! He was truly an Officer and Gentleman! I have many
memories of this great man! He would text me encouraging words
almost daily! And when he was fighting cancer, he took it in stride,
as he shared with me that if it was his time he was ready! He knew
the Lord forsure and shared that he had a personal relationship with
Lord! When our friend and brother, Charlie Williams was on hospice,
he would want to go visit him with me and the three of us would
share Marine stories! He will be dearly missed! Rest easy my
brother!

Michael Peterson - March 03 at 04:46 PM

What an eloquent and poignant remembrance of your father. I knew
him 59 years ago when we both struggled (me more than him)
through Marine OCS and TBS together. I never saw nor
communicated with him since, but I never forgot his dedication,
strength, and enthusiasm. There never was a better Marine, which
made him a remarkable man. Sincere condolences. 

  
Michael Peterson
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Chris Van Arsdel - March 03 at 12:26 PM

In many ways Quint was the heartbeat of our class. He was a
picture post card Marine and a fine Marine Officer. I am proud to
say he was a friend and that we served together at The Basic
School. 

  
He was a lover of people from every walk of life. Quint had strong
opinions about things but somehow, he had enough patience and
tolerance to collect a legion of diverse friends over the years. An
example to be followed. 

  
Quint was a competitor and there weren’t many scores that couldn’t
be settled with a round of golf. And yet there was a humility about
him. He could even admit to a mistake; albeit on rare occasions. 

  
Ever resourceful he brought contacts, ideas and resources to our
reunions. Everyone will miss seeing him at these and very many of
us will fall awake as our text and email streams with him go silent. 

  
I don’t know what church he called his own, but as we became
fellow cancer patients, Quint told me he would pray for me. I know
he bows before his maker now. 

 Thank you, Quint Worthams: good friend and Marine Corps brother.
Chris Van Arsdel TBS 5-68

Betty Butler - March 03 at 09:14 AM

To The Family
 You’re in Our Thoughts and Prayers……We

all share your sadness in losing someone so
special….wishing you the blessing of peace
and warm memories now and in the time
ahead..

 BETTY BUTLER AND FAMILY OF LAWRENCEVILLE, GA
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David Worthams - March 02 at 10:01 PM

8 files added to the album Michigan Visits

Betty Butler - March 02 at 04:00 PM

TO THE FAMILY:
 You’re in Our Thoughts and Prayers

 WE ALL SHARE YOUR SADNESS IN
LOSING SOMEONE SO SPECIAL……

  
FROM: BETTY BUTLER & FAMILY

 LAWRENCEVILLE, GA…..A family member of Europe Brown’s
….her Auntie

Berths Johnson - March 02 at 02:40 PM

My deepest sympathy Mr.Quinton you will forever be in our heart. 
 Europe grandmother.
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Angel Eady - March 02 at 11:03 AM

Thank you Mr. Quint for showing my daughter so much love. Thank
you for stepping in when I couldn’t be there. You will forever be a
part of my family.

Miles Davis - March 02 at 10:27 AM

Quint and I are United States Marine Corps Brothers. He was one of
the finest gentlemen I have known. We stayed in touch over the
years after Vietnam and I saw him last at our Basic School reunion
two years ago. My last email exchange with him was two weeks ago
when I was complaining about getting old. His response was to get
over it. He said he was going to play golf. I knew he had had
surgery but thought it came out fine. I will miss him greatly. God
speed, Marine! Miles Davis

Landon K Thorne - March 01 at 09:42 PM

I am honored to have known Quint and to have served with him in
the Marine Corps. We shared the experience of losing a child, which
gave us the opportunity to dig deep into the emotions that
accompany such a loss. He was ardently dedicated to his officer
Basic Class, and all of us who knew him admired his lifelong
commitment to his fellow Marines. I will miss his Facebook posts. I
send my most heartfelt condolences to all his family. Rest in peace
my brother. Semper Fidelis! Landon Thorne
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Gordon Jake Jacobson - March 01 at 12:21 AM

A good man taken too soon. 
 From a classmate. 

 Jake Jacobson

Willie Flakes - February 28 at 05:09 PM

Willie Flakes lit a candle in memory of
Quinton Worthams


