
Mr. Nathaniel "Nate" Jones
June 8, 1934 - September 22, 2021

Nathaniel (“Nate”) Jones was born on June 8, 1934 in Jackson, Tennessee, to
the union of Clyde Otis Jones and Alene Marie Curry Jones. 

 

He went to North Jackson Elementary School, then to South Jackson
Elementary School, where he finished the 8th grade. He attended Merry High
School, dropping out in the 9th grade. 

 

Nate’s first job was when he was eight years old, driving a horse and wagon,
delivering wood to Henry Blackmon’s customers. At 10 years old, he delivered
groceries on a bicycle for Hughes Grocery Store. When he was 12, Nate was
the dishwasher at West Restaurant. Then at 13, he became a nighttime short-
order cook. 

 

In 1949, when he was 15 years old, Nate moved to Detroit, Michigan. He lived
with his aunt while working at Wabash Railroad, where he unloaded box cars.
About a year later, he moved in with his father, Clyde, who had moved to
Detroit years earlier. At 17, his uncle, Owen Greer, got him a job with a
company that removed cast iron furnaces so they could be replaced with gas-
burning furnaces. 

 

Shortly before his 18th birthday, he joined the Army as a telephone
switchboard installer/repairman, stationed in Stuttgart, Germany; then he was



transferred to Fort Knox, Kentucky, where he spent his last nine months of
duty before being honorably discharged with the rank of private. Nate joined
the Navy on April 27, 1959. 

 

In April 1961, he married Loretta Wyatt. To this union two children were born:
Maria Jones, born on March 1, 1963 and Christopher Nathan Jones, born on
July 18, 1964. 

 

In 1962, while in the Navy, he received his GED. In 1974, Nate took aboard-
ship college classes at Chapman University in Orange, California. He retired
from the Navy in February 1975 with 21 years of military service. 

 

From 1975-1978, he took classes at Milwaukee Area Technical College:
modern math, Black History, small engine repair, commercial pilot ground
school (he received his pilot’s license!). On Christmas Day, 1978, he married
Sue Ellen Roberts. No children were born to this union. 

 

Nate was famous for his cook-outs, where he prepared ALL the food (ribs,
chicken, turkey, ham hocks, green beans, okra, and home-made ice cream).
He would even take his food to his doctors and their staffs. And he fed his
neighbors, too! He also loved talking with his ham radio buddies twice a day
for many years. His handle was “Jonesey.” 

 

He leaves to cherish his memory, his son, Christopher (Lori); cousins,
Rosaland Rogers of Jackson, Tennessee (who took care of Nate during his
last days); Joyce Fields (Pap) of Arcadia, California; Clarence Jones and John
Eddings of Detroit, Michigan, and a host of other cousins, neighbors, and
friends.



Cemetery Details

Tennessee State Veterans Cemetery at Parkers Crossroads

593 Wildersville Road
Parkers Crossroad , TN 38388

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 30. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Stephenson-Shaw Funeral Home, Inc.
807 N. Hays Avenue
Jackson, TN 38301
(731) 427-7411
info@stephenson-shaw.com
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com

Graveside Service

SEP 30. 1:30 PM (CT)

Tennessee State Veterans Cemetery at Parkers Crossroads
593 Wildersville Road
Parkers Crossroad , TN 38388

mailto:info@stephenson-shaw.com
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/
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January 28, 2023 at 12:37 PM

Mr. Nathaniel "Nate" Jones

Larry Whiteside - September 30, 2021 at 07:40 PM

On behalf of the Andrew Johnson Amateur Radio Club, we want to
express our thoughts and prayers to his family. Personally, I met
Jonesey (K8DJE), through Ham Radio. I got to know him during the
last four years. During that time, he presented himself as a caring
and kind gentleman, willing to share information his time in military
as a radio man and the time you lived in Greeneville. Please accept
our prayers during this difficult time. Larry Whiteside (KN4MVH)
AJARC.org

September 28, 2021 at 09:05 AM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Mr. Nathaniel "Nate" Jones.

https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Edith Murphy - September 27, 2021 at 02:28 PM

My dear 2nd cousin Nathaniel, it was so sad to hear of his passing.
Glad he is no longer suffering. He lived a full life and always had
great adventures to share. He was really close to my mom, Doretha
and I remember they loved fishing! Those that knew Nate knew he
had an amazing memory! He could remember date, year, occasions
like no one I've ever met. Just an extremely sharp mind. Fondest
memories, he took me on my 1st plane ride across Lake Michigan in
a 2 seat plane, I never forgot it! I was glad to see him in AZ this past
April 2021, I took him a big catfish sandwich and a homemade
pound cake and he smiled so big. Rest well Nate, you are missed,
and more importantly you were loved. 
 
Edith Murphy from Michigan


