
Mr. Napoleon B. Steward
March 20, 1941 - January 25, 2026

Napoleon B. Steward, a loving father, brother, uncle, cousin, successful
business owner, and true friend, passed away peacefully at the age of 84. 

 

Napoleon was born on March 20, 1941, in Alamo, Tennessee, to Luther
Steward and Addie Mae Dawson, who both preceded him in death. 

He was also preceded in death by his daughter, Pamela Steward (1988), and
his sisters, Martha Gregory and Diane Dawson. After graduating from Central
High School in Alamo, he joined the United States Air Force in 1961. 

While stationed in Massachusetts, he met Joanne Jordan. They married in
Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1965, and three decades later parted ways.
Together they had three children: Pamela, Jason, and Kasey. 

 

After leaving the Air Force, Napoleon started working hard in Detroit, holding
two jobs as a printer and a cook at McDonald’s. He worked his way up to
become a regional supervisor. In 1980, he followed his dream and opened his
own McDonald’s restaurant, eventually owning several in the Detroit area. He
was also one of the early leaders who helped start the Black McDonald’s
Operators Association (BMOA), a group that fights for fair treatment for Black
business owners within the company. 

 



More than any award or business success, Napoleon said his greatest joy
was giving young people their first job. He believed in offering a place where
they could learn strong values, good customer service, and take pride in their
work. His restaurants were known for being the best—spotlessly clean, with
amazing customer service and beautiful landscaping. Detroit Edison honored
his businesses for their beautiful grounds, and he won their Detroit
Beautification Award ten years in a row. He was most proud of watching
hundreds of young employees grow into responsible, productive adults. 

 

Those who knew Napoleon called him “Stew”. He was a man of few words but
great kindness, wisdom, and generosity. Family always came first to him. He
loved family gatherings and taught everyone about responsibility, honesty, and
keeping your word. His family wishes to give special thanks to his nephew,
Kenneth Gregory, for his great love and support during this difficult time. 

 

After retiring in 2000, Napoleon returned home to Alamo, Tennessee, where
he lived a quiet life surrounded by loved ones. 

 

As we say goodbye, we find comfort in this Bible verse: “He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or sadness. There will
be no more crying or pain, because the old way of things has passed away.” –
Revelation 21:4 

 

He leaves behind to cherish his memory, his children, Jason Steward, and
Kasey Steward, his daughter-in-law, Jessie McKinney, whom he loved as his
own, his brother, Floyd Steward, his sister, Jimmie Mae Hudson; and a loving
crowd of nieces, nephews, and cousins, including the children of his late
sisters Diane Dawson and Martha Gregory, the family of his brother Floyd
Steward, and his caring nephew Kenneth Gregory. He is also remembered by
countless friends, former employees, and all whose who knew him





Cemetery Details

Harris Grove Cemetery

165 Harris Grove Cemetery Road
Alamo , TN 38001

Previous Events

Family Hour

FEB 7. 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Stephenson-Shaw Funeral Home, Inc.
807 N. Hays Avenue
Jackson, TN 38301
(731) 427-7411
info@stephenson-shaw.com
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com

Graveside Service

FEB 7. 2:30 PM (CT)

Harris Grove Cemetery
165 Harris Grove Cemetery Road
Alamo , TN 38001

mailto:info@stephenson-shaw.com
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/
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Barbara Person - February 08 at 12:35 AM

Barbara Person lit a candle in memory of
Napoleon Steward

MarySutton - February 07 at 02:32 PM

'TOO GOD BE THE GLORY' 
  

Thanks for being a very find FRIEND AND NEIGHBOR. 
  

BLESSINGS FROM; MARY SUTTON AND FAMILY

Larry and Mary Davis - February 07 at 11:09 AM

Larry and Mary Davis lit a candle in memory
of Napoleon Steward

Lue. (Cookie ) Martin - February 06 at 08:14 PM

Lue. (Cookie ) Martin lit a candle in memory
of Napoleon Steward



GW

SC

Gwendolyn Wright - February 06 at 04:19 AM

Prayiing for you all and may God give you
comfort during this time...

Sam & Angela Cole - February 04 at 10:34 PM

Sam & Angela Cole lit a candle in memory of
Napoleon Steward

Jason Steward - February 04 at 03:13 PM

10 files added to the album Stu



JS

Jason Steward - February 04 at 01:33 PM

1 file added to the album Stu

Jason Steward - February 04 at 01:26 PM

3 files added to the album Stu

Jessilyn Carson - February 04 at 12:18 AM

Lifting you up in my thoughts & prayers Mr.
Jason regarding your father’s passing. May
God hold you tight and bring you comfort and
peace during this difficult time. 

 Deepest Sympathies, 
 Jessilyn Carson 

 WP Foods HR Dept.
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Martha Williams - February 03 at 07:23 PM

My condolences to the family.
 Martha Claybrooks Williams

Diane & Lawrence Butler - February 03 at 02:41 PM

Diane & Lawrence Butler lit a candle in
memory of Napoleon Steward

Donald Steward - February 01 at 07:28 PM

Donald Steward purchased the Simply Elegant S
pathiphyllum for the family of Mr. Napoleon B.
Steward.

Donald Steward - February 01 at 07:28 PM

Donald Steward planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. Napoleon B.
Steward.

https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-shaw.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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James Reddick - February 01 at 06:47 PM

James Reddick lit a candle in memory of
Napoleon Steward

Marie Whitthorne - January 29 at 09:03 AM

Marie Whitthorne lit a candle in memory of
Napoleon Steward

Barbara J Person - January 28 at 10:55 AM

So sorry for your loss R.I.P prayers for your
family and friends 

BH

Bettye Wyatt Harris - January 31 at 12:58 PM

My sincere condolences and deepest sympathy to the Steward family.
May God's love surround you and bring you comfort and peace during
this time of sorrow.


